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PART 1
Familiar Topics
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QUESTION 1 - HOME
• What kind of house or apartment are you living in at the moment?
• At the moment I’m living in an apartment with my family. It’s fairly large with 2 bedrooms, a kitchen,
2 bathrooms and a lounge. It is located in a complex with lots of other apartment blocks.

• Do you enjoy living in this house/apartment?
• Yes, I really enjoy living here. Not only am I with my family, but also I am very close to my friends.
My home is very bright because there are lots of windows which makes me feel happy every day.

• Are there any shops or other facilities near your home?
• Actually, yes there are, quite a few. There are many restaurants within walking distance, as well as
some small supermarkets where I can buy food and other things. There’s even a swimming pool
around the corner.
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QUESTION 2 - WORK/STUDY (A)
• Do you work or are you a student?
• Answer 1 – Student:
• I’m a student, currently studying at Peking University

• What subject do you study?
• I’m currently studying International Business Management at University.

• Do you find this/these subject/s easy?
• Some parts of it are easy, for example the accounting. I’ve always been good at maths, whereas the
history and the human resources parts I find quite difficult.

• What job do you hope to do after you finish your studies?
• I haven’t really thought that far ahead yet. I suppose I would like to go and work for an international
company so that I can use both my Chinese and my English. I’m interested in computers, so maybe
some kind of computer company.
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QUESTION 2 - WORK/STUDY (B)
• Do you work or are you a student?
• Answer 2 – Work:
• I’m working at the moment for a company called BaiDu as I graduated from university a little while ago.

• What sort of job do you do?
• As I said I work for BaiDu. It’s a company very similar to Google. I call different companies every day trying to
sell advertising on the websites.

• Do you find work easy?
• I wouldn’t say that it’s easy, but it’s not that difficult either. It’s more that the hours are long and I must talk all day
which can be quite tiring.

• Do you think your job will change much in the future?
• I hope I can move up the ladder of my company and manage a team. So it won’t change with respect to my
company’s products, but my day-to-day role might be very different. I won’t need to call as many people for one
thing!
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QUESTION 3 – SHOES
• How often do you buy shoes?
• I don’t really buy shoes that often. I really only by them when I need them so, maybe a couple of pairs a year.

• Have you ever bought any shoes online?
• Yes I have. I bought a couple of pairs for the summer from the website called TaoBao that is very popular in
China. It was very convenient as I could order them from my phone and they arrived about 2 days later.

• What’s your favourite brand of shoes?
• I don’t really have a favourite pair of shoes. If I like the look of them, their colour et cetera, then I’ll buy them.
However, for sports shoes I do quite often buy Nike, just because they seem to be the most comfortable.

• Do you prefer comfortable shoes or fashionable shoes?
• Definitely comfortable shoes! Personally, I’m not really into fashion and I don’t see the point in paying lots of
money for things just because of the brand. For me, and especially my feet, it’s more important that after a long
day my feet don’t hurt.
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QUESTION 4 – WEEKENDS
• Is the weekend your favourite part of the week?
• I suppose so, because it gives me more time to do relaxing things. I enjoy what I do and my study is not particularly tiring.
I get to see a lot of my friends during the week, so that’s good too. It is sometimes hard though having to get up so early
in the morning.

• What do you normally do on weekends?
• Sleep. As I said earlier, I have to get up fairly early in the mornings so, I often have a lie in on Saturday and Sunday. During
the evenings and afternoons though, I will get together with my friends or family and go out to the cinema or maybe a
restaurant.

• What did you do last weekend?
• Last weekend, it was actually my friend’s birthday so a group of us got together and had a party. We got home quite late
after singing at the K TV on Saturday night so I think on Sunday, I didn’t get out of bed at all. I just watched TV in my
room.

• Do you prefer to plan how you spend your weekends?
• Not really, no. I’m an easy-going kind of person, very happy-go-lucky. If there is a special event, like my friend’s birthday, I
might plan for it but otherwise I just see what happens at the time.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 5 – TEACHERS
• Do you like your teachers?
• In general, yes. My English teacher is a lot of fun and we often have a laugh in class with him. My maths teacher on
the other hand is very strict and often expects us just to understand things without much of an explanation.

• Who was your favourite teacher in school or university?
• Well, as I’m still at university I would have to say the English teacher I mentioned earlier. He’s an Englishman and is
very patient.

• Do you still keep in touch with any of your teachers?
• I do keep in touch with one of my high school teachers as she is a friend of the family and we have dinner
together occasionally. Otherwise, no.

• Would you like to be a teacher?
• Personally, yes. A lot of respect is given to teachers in China and also I would have the opportunity to pass on my
knowledge to people younger than I am. I think it’s important to help younger generations learn.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 6 – VISITORS
• How often do visitors come to your home?
•

That depends. If it is around a public holiday, then lots. Family and friends will come over to have dinner and I
sometimes invite my close friends over so that we can chat all night. But, overall not that often.

• If visitors are coming, how do you prepare?
• The first thing that we would do is make sure that our home is clean and tidy. We would do the washing up, sweep the
floors and I would tidy my room. My mother would go and buy some food so that she can cook it for dinner.

• Are there any times of year when you have a lot of visitors?
• Chinese New Year is probably the busiest time. We might have 10 or 15 people come and see us. Because all my family
live in different areas in China we don’t get to see each other very often, so for me this is a good time I can catch up
with all my aunts and uncles and cousins.

• Do you like going to visit other people?
• Yes very much. I am a very sociable person and will often visit my friends’ homes when I can. One of my friends is a very
good cook who enjoys making dumplings. Dumplings are my favourite food and hers especially, so I visit her as much as I
can.
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QUESTION 7 – PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
• Are there many public holidays in your country?
• Yes, I suppose there are. The most popular ones are Spring Festival, mid-autumn Festival and the national holiday.
A lot of our holidays are a few days but some of them can be a week or more.

• What’s your favourite public holiday?
• I think my favourite public holiday is Spring Festival, you know, Chinese New Year. I get to eat lots of different
types of food and I always get red pockets. This is when my parents give me money in a little red envelope.

• What did you do on the last public holiday?
• Well, the last public holiday was the national day so, we had family come over for dinner and watched the
celebrations on TV.

• Are there any other holidays you celebrate?
• I suppose Christmas is becoming more popular in China. I don’t necessarily celebrate it myself but I do hang out
with some of my foreign friends that do. It’s a lot of fun.
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QUESTION 8 – MANAGING TIME
• Are you good at managing your time?
• To be honest, I’ve never really thought about that. I suppose, I am good at managing my time because I am rarely
late if I need to meet people and always manage to get assignments done on time.

• What do you do to help you manage your time?
• The thing I use most to help me manage my time is the calendar in my phone. My class schedule is in there and it
sends me messages a little before each class so I know when and where to go and what class it is.

• Who taught you how to manage your time?
• My father. He is a very busy man and has often told me that being on time for things and making sure you have
enough time to do things is important. This is why I use my schedule so much and also why I make sure that any
assignment deadlines are in there too.

• Would you like to have more free time?
• Yes, of course! My schedule is very busy at the moment and I don’t have much time just to relax, be with my
friends or just watch TV. When I do have free time it always seems to go so quickly so, yes, I would definitely like
to have more!
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QUESTION 9 – NATURE
• Do you like nature?
• That depends. The idea of getting outside and out of the big city to the mountains is very appealing, however, going on a
safari and being attacked by a wild animal, I don’t think would be much fun.

• Have you ever been camping?
• Yes, I have. Only once though. When I was much younger a group of families got together and we went into the
countryside. I did enjoy myself, but I don’t think I’d do it again.

• What’s the best way to get close to nature?
• In my opinion, the best way/ would be to experience it /and not just watch it on TV. Around Beijing, there are lots of
parks and mountains/ that you can visit /and you can always travel out of Beijing/ to see the sights. As I said earlier, I’m
not really an outdoors person/ but I do enjoy a clean environment /where I can just look around at the grass, sky,
mountains or maybe the sea.

• Do you think children should learn about nature?
• Yes, I do. I think it’s important because the natural environment is shrinking and that children should understand the
different types of environment that they can live in. They should appreciate different types of animal as well as different
types of place and not just think there should be buildings everywhere.
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QUESTION 10 – READING
• What kind of books do you read?
• At the moment, I mostly read my university textbooks! But, for fun I really enjoy sci-fi novels. These books make me
think of other worlds and aliens and whether some day in the future they might come true.

• What kind of places do you like to read?
• If I’m studying, I like to read in the University library, where it’s quiet. If I’m reading for enjoyment, quite often I might
read for an hour, in bed, before I go to sleep.

• Do you prefer to read alone or with others?
• When I have to read as part of my study, it’s actually more fun doing it as a group because we can ask each other
questions and help each other if we don’t understand something. If it’s something else, I prefer to read alone in a quiet
place where no one can bother me.

• What are the kinds of places where it’s difficult to read?
• Oh, that’s quite a difficult question to answer because everybody is different. For me, I find it very difficult to read on a
train or a bus. I think because it’s so noisy and I’m moving. Whenever the bus or the train starts or stops I always lose my
place in the book and end up reading each page about 5 times! Other places, I suppose, would just be where there’s a lot
of people and a lot of noise which would make it difficult to concentrate, a restaurant perhaps.
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QUESTION 11 – THE SKY
• Do you spend much time looking at the sky?
• To be honest, not really. I’m normally too busy studying in class or in the library. I suppose, on a
good day, when you can actually see the sky in Beijing, I might look at the clouds or how clear it is.

• Which do you think is more interesting – the sky by day, or the sky at night?
• I think, the sky at night. Sometimes, if it’s clear you can see the moon and maybe a few stars, which I
find more interesting than clouds.

• Where are the best places to see stars in the sky where you live?
• Well, there are a few mountains around Beijing and I would think, if you were at the top of one of
them it would be fairly easy to see them.

• Did you learn about the stars and planets when you were at school?
• Yes, of course. I think all schools teach you a little bit about the solar system. We learnt that we are
the third planet from the sun and other things like Jupiter being the biggest planet.
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QUESTION 12 – TELEVISION
• What kinds of TV programmes you enjoy watching?
• I mainly enjoy watching foreign TV shows. My favourite, is Sherlock from England. They seem to be
very short series though, only 3 or 4 episodes.

• Did you watch much television when you were young?
• Not really. I sometimes watched cartoons at home with my friends or family but, a lot of the
Chinese TV shows aren’t very interesting.

• Do you think children in your country watch too much television nowadays?
• Honestly, I don’t really know. I know a lot of my classmates watch TV, but I’m quite often too busy
studying.

• What kinds of programs would you like to see more of?
• Let me think a minute. I suppose some more educational programs would be good, or maybe some
documentaries. I quite like nature, so I’d like to see more programs about the animals in the world.
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QUESTION 13 - SHOPPING
• Do you like shopping?
• Yes, very much. Not only does it allow me to buy myself new things, but also I think it’s a good way to spend time
with my friends.

• What do you think is the best time to go shopping?
• Well, I normally go shopping on weekends, as I said, with my friends so, as we are all free then, that’s the best time
for us to get together. However, I think it’s also the time when most other people are free, so there are a lot of
people in the shops. If you don’t want to see too many people, the better time would be during the week, while
everybody’s at work.

• When was the last time you went shopping?
• Actually, yesterday. I needed to buy a birthday present for my friend and went to my local shopping centre to buy
it. I knew what I was going to buy her, therefore it was a very quick trip.

• Do you ever buy things online?
• Small things, yes. There are still a lot of problems with security when you buy things online. If what I’m buying is
relatively cheap, then I don’t mind but, if it would be more expensive I’d prefer to go to a real shop.
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QUESTION 14 – WEATHER
• Do you ever watch weather forecasts on TV?
• No, I have an App on my phone that I use to know what the weather is going to be like on that day, or during that
week.

• What kind of weather do you like best?
• Definitely sunshine! I am very much a fair-weather person and when it’s sunny I will try to spend time outside.
I’m normally in a much better mood when it’s a nice day and I can get out on my bicycle.

• Is the weather important to you when you go on holiday?
• Absolutely. I often go on holidays to the beach or seaside town so, if there is too much rain and not enough
sunshine I feel that the holidays wasted.

• Does different weather change the way you feel?
• Oh yes. Like I said earlier, a sunny day always puts me in a good mood whereas, if it’s raining I’m generally unhappy.
I think that’s pretty much the same for everybody.
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QUESTION 15 – TRANSPORTATION
• What forms of transportation do you have where you live?
• In Beijing, we have it all. There is a bus /as well as a tube station/ very near my house/ if I want to travel around the city
or, if I’m travelling further /I can go to the main train station /or even the airport.

• What types of transport do you usually use?
• Usually I either get a taxi or drive my parents car. I find it a lot easier than using public transport because of the
convenience it gives me. I don’t have to walk or get a taxi after I arrive at the nearest tube station, for example. I can just
park at my destination.

• Do you often use public transport?
• No, not really. As I just said, I prefer using a car. Sometimes, however, if I know I need to go into town during rush hour, it
is often easier to take the subway.

• Why do you think so many people want to drive their car?
• I suppose for the same reasons I do, which are comfort and convenience. Even though there might be a lot of traffic on
the road, taking a bus will take you the same amount of time as driving a car and using the subway might be a little faster
but, you always have to get from the tube station to wherever you’re going, which might be a hassle.
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Q16 - CLOTHES
• What kinds of clothes do you like the best?
• I like wearing casual clothes, because they make me feel comfortable and I move more confidently. When I was a
young child my mother always bought me this kind of clothes, I suppose it just became a habit.

• Do you wear different clothes at the weekend than during the week?
• Yes. During the weekend I will always wear more fashionable clothes but, during the week I will wear more
formal clothes because I’m a student at the moment and I need to look the part.

• Are all your clothes different colours?
• No, the majority of my clothes are black and white because I think these two colours will never go out of fashion
and I can wear them anywhere, anytime and for many years to come. This also makes it a lot cheaper for me as I
don’t need to go out and buy clothes from the latest collection.

• Do you think you’ll wear different colours in the future?
• Yes, I’ll try more colours because I think I need to change it up a little bit. I also think, as I get older and start
work I may need to have different coloured skirts or blouses. I’m also discovering that wearing different colours
changes my mood, so I’ll try different colours to find out the ones that suit my personality.
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Q17 – SLEEP
• How much sleep do you think you need?
• Around 7 hours a day. Although many people say that we, as humans, need 8 hours, for me, I think 7 is enough. If
I sleep too much I won’t have time to do the things that I want.

• Did you get more sleep when you were younger?
• Yes. When I was a child I really enjoyed sleeping. I would often get to bed around 10 o’clock and not get up until
9. Also, children generally need more sleep as they are still growing. A lot of my taller friends always slept lots!

• Do you ever read in bed before you go to sleep?
• Yes. When I was a high school student I liked reading in bed very much. Sometimes, when I found some books
that I was interested in, I wouldn’t go to sleep until maybe 2 o’clock in the morning because I found it difficult to
put it down.

• If you have a quick sleep during the day, does it help you work/study?
• Absolutely. If I have a nap at noon I will feel better and will study more effectively. This is very useful if I have a
difficult class in the afternoon.
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Q18 – MUSEUMS
• Have you been to many museums?
• To be honest, I’ve only been to a few museums in my life. I always went to museums with my classmates from
school because it was always a school trip and part of our homework. For me, I’m not interested in visiting
museums.

• What kinds of things do you think are most interesting at museums?
• I think that the most interesting things are those that aren’t necessarily intact. When I see this kind of thing I
always want to figure out the story, where it came from and what it was.

• Is it better to visit museums with friends rather than on your own?
• Going to museums with friends would be a better choice because when you find something that you think is very
interesting you can discuss it with your companions and you can’t do that when you go alone.

• Would you like to work in a museum?
• No, definitely not. I wouldn’t want to work in a museum. As I said earlier, I’m not really interested in it too much
and would probably find it incredibly tedious.
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Q19 – WRITING
• Do you enjoy writing to people?
• No. I think writing is too old-fashioned. These days people prefer to use wechat or simply call their friends or
family on the phone. It also takes too long to receive a response to a letter.

• What kinds of things do you like to write?
• I suppose if I do write, it’s normally in my journal. I don’t necessarily write in it everyday, but normally if I’m upset
or sad and nobody is around to talk to, I’ll write my feelings down just for myself.

• Who do you usually receive letters or emails from?
• For letters, I usually receive them from a girl who is my pen friend. She lives in a very rural part of Canada and
doesn’t have any access to the internet. Actually, I went to see her last summer holiday. It was great to finally
meet her.

• Would you prefer to receive texts or letters?
• I prefer to receive letters, because I think that letters can be better preserved than texts and I think that letters
delight me more as they always take longer to write and someone has obviously taken time to think about me
and then write to me.
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Q20 – COLLECTING THINGS
• Have you ever collected anything?
• Yes. I enjoy collecting tickets. For me, they can remind me of the places I went and the feelings that those places gave
me. For example, I have the cinema tickets from the movie I went to last month with my new boyfriend. That will always
be special to me.

• What kinds of things do people collect in your country?
• In my country many people like to collect stamps. Although I’ve never collected them myself, I know a lot of stamps have
special meaning and some of them are difficult to get. The process of collecting stamps can be very interesting and
occasionally very expensive.

• How do people get things for their collections?
• I think there are several ways that they can get new items. For example, they can buy them in shops or on the internet.
They also could maybe trade for them with other collectors.

• Why do you think people collect things?
• In my opinion, collecting things is a belief or almost a religion for some collectors and I think that collecting things needs
a lot of patience. Also, in some ways it’s social. They can meet other people with similar likes and potentially become
friends.
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QUESTION 21 – ADVERTISING
• Are there many advertisements in your country?
• Yes of course. In China, there are adverts everywhere. They appear on TV, on the street even on buses.You can’t
really go anywhere without seeing some kind of advertising.

• Why do you think there are so many advertisements nowadays?
• Let me think about that. I think probably because there are just so many products in the market these days and
they all want to tell the people about them. They want as much exposure as possible so that people are
encouraged to buy whatever it is they’re selling.

• What are the various places where you can see advertisements?
• Like I said earlier, advertising is everywhere. They often appear in between TV programmes, which is probably the
most popular style of advertising, but also you can see them on the planes, trains and automobiles.

• How do you feel about advertisements?
• I can see the reason for all the advertising and it is necessary in a lot of ways but, personally I think it goes a little
bit too far sometimes because here in China, they repeat the adverts so many times that I just get bored of it.
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QUESTION 22 – HURRY
• When was the last time you did something in a hurry?
• Probably this morning. Obviously, I have my IELTS test today, now in fact, but I live a long way away from Beijing
so, I got up a bit late to begin the journey from my hometown to here and had to shower, get dressed and start
the 2-hour journey very quickly.

• Do you like to finish things quickly?
• As a general rule no, not really. I prefer to enjoy the time when I’m doing things and relish all the seconds,
minutes or hours that it takes me to do something.

• What kinds of things would you never do in a hurry?
• The things that I definitely wouldn’t do in a hurry is prepare, and have, my wedding day. I’d want to make sure that
everything is perfect and that I would be the most beautiful woman in the world on that day.

• Why do people make mistakes more easily when they’re in a hurry?
• I think it’s mainly because you don’t have time to spend on the details. If you are trying to rush something you’re
less likely to care about perfection and will settle with “okay".
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QUESTION 23 - BICYCLES
• How often do you ride bicycles?
• Not that often is the honest answer. I don’t have a bicycle here in Beijing and therefore don’t ride all that much.

• Is it difficult to learn how to ride a bicycle?
• Yes. I remember my father taught me how to ride a bicycle when I was about 12 years old and the thing I found
most difficult was the balance. I remember falling off a lot and him having to pick me up quite often in tears.

• Is it popular to ride bicycles in your country?
• In China, it’s very popular. In the big cities, yes people do drive a lot nowadays rather than use bicycles, however
in the smaller cities it is still the most popular form of transport.

• When was the last time you used your bicycle?
• I think it must’ve been high school. I remember going shopping with some of my friends and going out for dinner
afterwards. As I said, these days I don’t cycle.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 24 – BIRTHDAYS
• How do children celebrate birthdays in your country?
• I think it depends partly on the family, but in most cases children will want their friends over to play and have a
party so that they can get lots of presents from different people. It also means they can have lots of different
foods and, of course, birthday cake.

• How did you celebrate you last birthday?
• My last birthday I was actually still in university and as my birthday is in August it was during the summer holiday. I
went back to my hometown to see my family and we had a little party together. I’d missed them terribly and it
was really nice to spend some quality time with them.

• What kinds of birthday gifts do you like to receive?
• Well, for me I quite like practical presents like perfumes or lipsticks. I’m not really into flowers all that much as I
don’t really see the point in them. Food would also be a good choice for me.

• Is there a difference between the way you celebrated your birthday in the past and now?
• Yes I think there is. Previously I would have lots of friends around for a party and get lots of presents, these days
however I’m perfectly content to spend it with my close family and maybe get a few big presents.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 25 – COLOURS
• What’s your favourite colour?
• I don’t really have a favourite colour. For me, I much prefer looking at different colour matches. For example, you
might look really good in black and white one day and blue and green the next.

• Did your wear bright colours as a child?
• Yes, definitely. When I was younger I really enjoyed wearing reds, yellows, greens and blues because I thought, and
probably my mum too, it looked really beautiful.

• Do men and women like different colours?
• Yes I think they do. I often see men in darker colours such as navy blue, grey or even black whereas women quite
often wear the brighter colours like yellows or reds.

• Do different colours change the way you feel?
• Yes, in my opinion they do. If I wear whites or pinks or reds they make me feel more confident, and in fact,
happier. I’m generally more outgoing and feel better about myself if I am in light colours rather than dark.
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PARTS 2 AND 3
Unfamiliar Topics
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QUESTION 1 – AMBITION
PART 2
Describe an ambition you haven’t achieved yet.

You should say:
• what your ambition is
• why you want to achieve this ambition
• how long you have this ambition

and explain why you haven’t achieved this ambition yet.
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QUESTION 1 – AMBITION
PART 2
One ambition that I’d like to talk about that I haven’t achieved yet is to climb a mountain. In particular I’d like to climb Mount Everest. For
me, I don’t want to have all the same ambitions as everybody else, I’d like to have a few that are different and also more challenging.

This is something that very few people have achieved and this is why I want to do it. It would be a new thing for me because I’ve never done
anything like this before, and probably requires quite a lot of training although I’d need to look into this more. I know that you can go to the
first base camp without any training, but then going up to the peak, because of the lack of oxygen and altitude sickness, I would rather make
sure my body is prepared for what it might encounter.

I’ve had this ambition since I watched a documentary about the Nepalese sherpas and how they go up and down this mountain on almost a
daily basis and just found it fascinating. It also showed how the villages around Everest have changed because of the tourism industry and
that because there are many more people who wish to climb the mountain their economy has grown.

As for why I haven’t achieved this yet, money is the main factor and also to be honest, I’m a little scared. Lots of people die at the peak of
Everest and there are avalanches and things like this so firstly I think I need to pluck up some courage in order to do it. Having said that, I
hope I can do it in the next few years because if I get too old I’ll probably never do it. So, is something that is definitely achievable that I must
push myself to do.
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QUESTION 1 – AMBITION
PART 3
• Why do people have ambitions?
• I think it’s part of human nature for people to have the desire to better themselves. I think it’s
important for people to have goals and ambitions but not necessarily achieve them all, otherwise
later in life you will have nothing to strive for.

• What are the kinds of ambitions children often have when they’re young?
• I suppose most people, when they’re young, want to be famous or rich. Others, might know what
kind of job they want to do when they grow up for example, be a fireman or be a doctor but, I
think these ambitions change quite a lot as they grow up.

• Why do people have ambitions at work?
• In my opinion, I think people would get bored if they stayed in the same job all their working life so,
if they try and learn and then achieve new levels in the company they not only will earn more
money but also have a sense of self-satisfaction.
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QUESTION 2 - A COLOURFUL PLACE
PART 2
Describe a place you went to that was very colourful.

You should say:
• Where it was
• why you went there
• what you did in this place

and explain why you remember this place so clearly
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A COLOURFUL PLACE
PART 2
The place I would like to talk about that was full of colour is Sweden during February.
I went there a couple of years ago to see the Northern lights. I first landed in Sweden in the capital city Stockholm, but then after
a couple of days there I flew further north to a city called Kiruna. It’s actually located 150 km inside the Arctic Circle. When I got
there I was taken by bus to the ice hotel where I was staying and my initial feeling was one of awe. This place was definitely full of
colour however, it was just one colour, white! There was snow everywhere. I don’t think I have ever seen this amount of snow
before in my life! It covered absolutely everything, the roads, the trees and the cars. When it was snowing even the sky and air
seemed white.
In the evenings we were taken away to a very quiet place on snowmobiles, which is something I have never ridden before. When
we got there, which one-time was just a frozen lake in the middle of the forest, we just sat down and looked up. Everybody had to
turn off their snowmobile lights and we weren’t allowed to use any torches because they might reflect off the snow and spoil the
view. On the clear nights we could then see the Northern lights dance across the sky which was a huge contrast to the simple
white of the environment that we were in, although we couldn’t always see the environment because it was pitch black at the
time.
I remember this so clearly because of this contrast and also just the beautiful colours that went from one horizon to the other
with lots of little white pinpricks dotted around. This is not a place I will easily forget and I would love to be able to go back there
with my friends and family soon.
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QUESTION 2 - A COLOURFUL PLACE
PART 3
• What colours are most popular for painting houses in your country?
• In China, people don’t really paint the outside of their houses, only the inside.When they are built however,
sometimes the construction companies use different coloured bricks or stone. A lot of the HuTong in Beijing are
grey, but I suppose, the new buildings are maybe red.

• Do you think men and women would choose the same colour for decorating rooms?
• No, I’m not sure they would. I don’t think the sex of a person would make any difference. For me, I like really
bright colours, like yellow and skyblue. I think my mother would prefer darker colours, like greens and reds. We
are both women and we like different colours. My father, would probably like a different set of colours again.

• Why do most business people always wear the same colour when they go to work?
• I’m not sure that they do, I suppose it would depend on the kind of job you do. For example, my father always
wears a dark grey or dark blue suit to go to work in his office whereas, my English teacher is always wearing
different coloured polo shirts and different coloured trousers to work. It could be to do with personality and
whether you want to stand out and be noticed or simply be part of the crowd.
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QUESTION 3 – GOOD NEWS
PART 2
Describe a piece of good news that you received.

You should say:
• what it was about
• how you received this news
• who you shared it with

• and explain why you thought it was good.
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QUESTION 3 – GOOD NEWS
PART 2
Describing the best piece of news that I have received so far, it would have to be my GaoKao results that I received last year.
These are the results that all Chinese students get at the end of high school and are really important. I was really pleased because
I got the results that I wanted and could therefore go to the University I wanted.
I knew the date of when the results would be ready, so I first looked online and then, after a few days, went to my school and
collected them. Both my mother and father were there with me when I first found out my school. I was really pleased for that. I
think if I had just been on my own I wouldn’t have been able to sign on. Also, when I went to the school they came with me and
having my family there to support me was a huge help.
As for who I shared this news with, well, everyone! As I said, my parents were with me so these were the first people that knew
and they were also over the moon. When I got home I contacted a lot of my close friends to ask them what score they got to see
if we can attend the same university. A lot of them, also got the results they needed so we all ended up going to the same place
together. I feel sorry for the students that didn’t get what they wanted, but I’m sure they’ll be okay.
I’m hoping my next piece of good news that I receive will be from my university teachers saying that I have got a first in my degree.
I hope my parents will be there with me to see that too.
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QUESTION 3 – GOOD NEWS
PART 3
• Why is it important to tell people good news?
• For a start, it would make people happy/ and that, in my opinion, is a good thing. I think that when
you tell someone good news and then you see how they react it also makes you feel good.

• Do you think is better if you tell someone good news face-to-face or on the phone?
• Personally, if I can, I would tell them face-to-face. That’s not always possible because some of my
friends and family live far away so I would need to call them instead. I don’t think I would wait, and
not tell them, until I saw them. I would tell them straight away.

• Do you think the TV/Radio should only broadcast good news?
• No, I don’t think the news should only be good. I think it’s important to know about what’s going
on in the world whether it’s good or bad. However, I would like to see some more good news as it
always seems to be one disaster after another.
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QUESTION 4 – SPORT
PART 2
Describe a sport that you enjoy playing.

You should say:
• what it is
• how often you play this sport
• who you play this sport with

and why you like playing this sport.
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QUESTION 4 – SPORT
PART 2
The sport that comes to my mind is my favourite sport, badminton. It’s probably the most popular sport in China and our
Olympic teams always do very well. I have been playing this ever since I was a child and my father gave me my first racket. I
must’ve been about 2 years old. I didn’t know what to do with it then so I remember just trying to hit people with it.
I actually play this competitively. So not only do I play for my university, but I also play in some local clubs. We compete with other
clubs and maybe have a match once every 2 or 3 weeks. Personally, I try and get as much practice in as I can and I therefore play 3
or 4 times a week for 3 or 4 hours and I might play at different sports centres depending on the day.
As for who I play this sport with, in my university team I obviously play with some of my classmates and other students at the
University, whereas at my local club out of all the people that go only a few of us are in the team. They have become my friends
and some of them work, some of them are students at a different university and there are even some foreigners too.
I enjoy playing this sport mainly because it’s good exercise and helps keep me fit, but also because it’s quite social. I enjoy meeting
and playing both with and against different people. Quite often, after a match we might get together and have dinner or maybe just
a coffee and discuss how each pair did and how we can do better next time. If we didn’t win of course!
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QUESTION 4 – SPORT
PART 3
• Why is sport so popular around the world?
• That’s actually quite a hard question. I suppose it’s because people are so competitive and they always want to beat
somebody else at something, you know, win. I don’t think sport was always recreational, it just became that over time.
From what I know about history and the gladiators of Rome more people like watching sport than actually taking part.

• Why are some sports more popular than others?
• In my opinion, a sport becomes popular if everyone can play it and how easy it is to find somewhere to play. Take football
for example, it can be very cheap to play, you only need a football and some friends. It doesn’t really matter where you
play it. You can play in the playground at school, in a park or even in the street. Comparing that to badminton where you
need more equipment and a special place to play, like a sports centre, less people would be interested.

• Do you think that all children should play sport when they are young?
• Yes, I do. I think it’s important not only for their fitness but also for social development and responsibility. Like me, when I
started playing badminton for clubs at 14 most of my teammates were much older. This allowed me not only to interact
with different people but also, if we had a match, I learnt that I shouldn’t let them down by not turning up.
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QUESTION 5 – SOMEONE YOU ADMIRE
PART 2
Describe a person that you admire.

You should say:
• who this person is
• what this person does
• how long you have admired this person

and explain why you why you admire this person.
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QUESTION 5 – SOMEONE YOU ADMIRE
PART 2
I know the normal answer for this kind of question would be someone who is famous but, actually the person I most admire is my
mother.
The thing I most admire about what she does, and has done, is that however much work she has to do, she never complains. When
she had me, and then my little sister, she kept working as a part-time nurse but also looked after us. At the time, I remember
thinking this is just what mums did and didn’t really take any notice of it. Now, however, I’m beginning to realise that in a lot of
ways it’s more difficult raising children than working in an office, or a hospital in her case, and she did both! Not only have you got
to be available every hour of every day for us children she also managed to find time to both cook and clean as well as
occasionally meet with her friends.
As for how long I’ve admired her, to be honest, it is only a recent thing. Now that I am studying at university away from home and
getting a little older, I am beginning to see exactly how much she did. Whereas I occasionally helped with the cooking and cleaning
at home, now, I have to do it all myself and when you start adding the hours I have to study for my course, I don’t have time for
anything else.
I think the other reason I truly admire her more than other people is because I know her. I’m not really one of these people that
goes weak at the knees when I see an actor or actress and I realise that what I see on TV isn’t the real person. So, understanding
what she has done, does, and will do for me and my family this is why I admire her the most.
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QUESTION 5 – SOMEONE YOU ADMIRE
PART 3
• Why do people sometimes admire others?
• I think it’s probably because the other people can do something that you can’t especially if it’s something difficult
and they do it at a very high level. For example, athletes. It’s well known that a lot of Olympic and world class
athletes have a job too. This means they work all day and train all night in order to become particularly skilful or
good at something. Most other people would admire this dedication, not necessarily because they couldn’t do it
themselves, they are just too lazy.

• Should famous people have a responsibility to the public?
• Yes, I think they should. A lot of children and even some adults will do things, or even buy things, if a famous
person says so. Popstars, for example, have a huge influence over the young and if they behave badly then the
children will think that’s okay. Which it’s not, by the way!

• Is it good that young children admire others?
• To a degree, I suppose. A lot of children need a role model in their life and these days, with parents having to
work more and more, they look to famous people on TV and in movies. But I think that children need to learn
that too much admiration for others isn’t necessarily a good thing, you know, they should also try and admire
themselves for what they have done.
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QUESTION 6 – GOOD LEADER
PART 2
Describe a friend who you think is a good leader.

You should say:
• who this friend is
• how you met him/her
• what other people think of him/her

and explain why you think this friend is a good leader.
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QUESTION 6 – GOOD LEADER
PART 2
The friend that I think is a good leader is my best friend,Yang Yang. We have known each other since high
school as we were classmates. There was a small group of us, about 4 or 5 people, doing a project together
and she was the one that ended up leading it. Because of her, we finished top of the class and the teacher
was very impressed.
All the people in the group, including me, looked up to her and would listen to the decisions that she made.
She always seemed to know what to do at any time and also how to solve the problems that arose. During
the project we came across a lot of difficulties and she just took them in her stride and organised the group
brilliantly. It was something we had never performed before in class, so I was a bit confused and I don’t
think we’d have done nearly as well without her confidence, not only in herself, but us as a group.
As to why I think she is a good leader, I think it’s probably because it seemed to come naturally to her. She
seemed to command the respect that we gave her and was also very calm and patient with us. I think these
are qualities that are required for any leader and although I think it’s something that you can learn, if you
have the innate ability to lead it makes it much easier. I hope I can be as good a leader as she is in the
future, because I want to get a good job and wish to rise into management.
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QUESTION 6 – GOOD LEADER
PART 3
Who is normally the leader of the family in your country?
• In China, it’s normally the father. When a person gets married and has children, the HuKou, which is
like the Chinese family book, always shows the man as head of the household.

• Do you think being a leader is easy or difficult?
• Honestly, I don’t know. I’ve never had to lead myself. I suppose it depends on whether you like
leading or are any good at it. My friend that I mentioned earlier, made it look very easy but I know
some of the problems that we had and if I was to do it, I think I’d find it very difficult.

• What is the importance of leadership in a company?
• I think it’s hugely important. A company without a good leader would have no direction and
probably fail quite quickly. Companies are responsible not only for their own profit, but also for the
people that they employ. If the staff don’t respect their CEO or chairman then I think there’s
something wrong at the top.
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QUESTION 7 – FILMS
PART 2
Describe a movie/film you enjoyed and want to see again.

You should say:
• what the movie was
• when and where you saw the movie
• what the movie was about

and explain why you would like to see this movie again.
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QUESTION 7 – FILMS
PART 2
A recent film that I enjoyed watching was Interstellar.
There is a cinema quite close to where I live so I often go and watch new movies there. On this occasion, which
was probably about a year ago now, I went with some of my friends to see it together. I remember distinctly that
it was a weekend during the summer because we had to plan to meet as we weren’t in Uni at the time.
The movie is sci-fi. I really enjoy this type of movie because I like to think that we are not necessarily alone in
space. The plot of the movie is about trying to find somewhere else for the human race to live because the Earth
has run out of resources and lots of people are now starving and dying. During the film they do find some planets
that they think are habitable but, in the end they’re not and most of the people that travel through space die. It
wasn’t a particularly ‘feel good’ movie, which I sometimes find refreshing.
I would like to see this movie again because, as I said earlier, I really enjoy science-fiction movies. This movie was
heralded as a proper science, science fiction movie. What I mean by that is that a lot of the scenes showing black
holes were what scientists believe they actually look like. I have actually seen this movie many times already, but I
never get bored of it. All of my friends agree with me and, in fact, we have seen it together repeatedly.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 7 – FILMS
PART 3
• Where do people generally watch movies nowadays?
• I think that although a lot of people still enjoy going to the cinema, there are many more, certainly in China, that
download it to their mobile phones or tablets to watch them. This not only is cheaper, but also it means you can watch
the movie anywhere. On the other hand, watching it this way, in my opinion, does not give you the full visual and sound
experience.

• How important are actors in the success of a movie?
• Enormously important. Many people will go and watch a movie just because it has their favourite actor in it. Even these
days with more animation films appearing, people will still go to it to hear their voices. I think the actors are even more
important than the directors because even though the directors might be famous they are not in front of the camera and
therefore less known.

• Do you think that technology improves the quality of a movie?
• Yes, of course. These days technology is crucial to a movie and the better the technology, the better the movie. Things
like the introduction of 3-D movies, such as avatar and high-definition movies improve the quality of what you see. Also
with inventions like CGI directors and actors can do a lot more different things that without it might not be possible.
Interstellar, would be a classic example of this because without technology that kind of movie would not be able to be
made.
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QUESTION 8 – A HAPPY CHILDHOOD EVENT
PART 2
Describe a happy childhood event.

You should say:
• when this event was
• who was with you
• what you were doing

and explain why you felt happy at this event.
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QUESTION 8 – A HAPPY CHILDHOOD EVENT
PART 2
The childhood event I would like to talk about was one when I was much younger, maybe 7 or 8 years old.
I remember, that day I had gone shopping with my parents and seen a fantastic pair of sports shoes in a shop. I fell in love with
them straight away and even tried them on but, after looking at the price my parents said that they could not afford them. From
memory, I think they were more than 1000 RMB which is still expensive today, let alone 10 years ago, so I can understand now why
they said that.
After I realised that I was not going to get the shoes I felt very upset and remember going home and crying on my bed. A couple of
days later, my mother called me at school and said that I must come home quickly. I asked her why and she just said she has
something important for me. When I got home, she simply said that I should go to my room. On my bed, was a shoebox. Initially, I
was a little bit confused because I didn’t recognise the shoebox. Then, the penny dropped. I rushed over and opened the box and
saw the pair of shoes that I’d fallen in love with when we were out together.
I remember feeling so happy. I put them on and then rushed back to my mum to say thank you. I couldn’t believe that this had
happened and all I could say was thank you, thank you, thank you. This made me happy because it was very rare for my parents to
surprise me like this, which made it all the more important. I don’t think I will ever forget how happy I was that day.
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QUESTION 8 – A HAPPY CHILDHOOD EVENT
PART 3
• What kind of events normally make children happy?
• That’s a very good question. I suppose, birthdays are the most important for children because they
will get presents and have their family and friends around. In China, Spring Festival is also a good
time for children as they often get money from their relatives.

• Is it important for children to always be happy?
• Always, no I don’t think so. I’m not saying that children should be sad but, I think they should learn a
range of emotions and learn how to control them. It’s like being a good or bad loser, if you never
lose at something you don’t know how to react gracefully.

• How do happy events change as people get older?
• I think they change because the events themselves change. A lot of older people don’t like
celebrating their birthday because they think it’s just that they’re one year closer to the grave. As
you get older and you wander through life, people will graduate from university, get married, have
children et cetera which will delight them in different ways.
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QUESTION 9 – A TIME WHEN YOU HAD TO BE NICE
TO SOMEONE YOU DIDN’T LIKE
PART 2
Describe a time when you had to be nice to someone you didn’t like.

You should say:
• who the person was
• why you didn’t like this person
• why you had to be friendly to this person

and explain how you felt about having to be friendly to this person.
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QUESTION 9 – A TIME WHEN YOU HAD TO BE NICE
TO SOMEONE YOU DIDN’T LIKE
PART 2
This is a very difficult topic for me because most people I hang around with I genuinely like. I suppose if I’m pushed I’d have to talk
about one of my classmates.
I can’t really pinpoint exactly what it is I don’t like about him, but I think it was his general attitude towards other people. He
always thought that he is better than everybody else and that everything he said was correct whereas everyone else was wrong.
For example, when the teacher asked us questions and someone made a suggestion or gave an answer he always, well, not quite
always, tried to ridicule them by making fun of their answer. God, I hated that.
The time that I had to be friendly with him, or at least work with him, was during a group project that our teacher set us for our
English class. We had to work together to finish an assignment that was important to us passing the course. There were 6 of us in
the group and he tried to become the leader, fortunately, unsuccessfully. We were told by the teacher who the leader of the group
should be, that, I think relieved everybody in the group.
As for how I felt, I would say I was a little bit angry and annoyed. I just couldn’t believe that there are people like this in the world. I
generally tried to avoid him and I don’t think he really noticed. I hope in the future, that I don’t have to work with him again and
that I never become that kind of person. I think that these kinds of people maybe have their place, just as long as it’s not around
me because I really don’t have time for them.
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QUESTION 9 – A TIME WHEN YOU HAD TO BE NICE
TO SOMEONE YOU DIDN’T LIKE
PART 3
• What’s the difference between being friendly and being polite?
• I suppose the main difference is how you feel about that person. If it’s someone you don’t know, you might be
polite to them but not friendly. Similarly, if it’s someone you know well you will be very friendly to them but not
necessarily polite.

• Is it possible for someone to be too nice?
• I’ve never really thought about that before. In my opinion, I would say yes but it’s probably them being fake. In
America, everybody says “I hope you have a nice day” when they say goodbye and in Japan they always bow at
you when you leave. I think things like this, unless you really mean them, are being polite for politeness sake and
maybe they feel they have to do it rather than want to do it. It’s very nice the first few times you experience this,
but when you experience it over and over again it gets a bit tiresome.

• What kinds of times do people have to be nice to people they don’t like?
• I think the times where you have to be nice to someone that you don’t like are probably when you’re not given a
choice to be around that person. Like I was saying earlier, the project in my class normally I wouldn’t work with
that guy, but I had to because my teacher told me to. I suppose it could be like this in work as well as you don’t
necessarily choose who you work with.
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QUESTION 10 – A GOOD COOK
PART 2
Describe someone you know who is a good cook.

You should say:
• who this person is
• what kind of food they cook well
• how this person learned to cook

and explain why you think this person is a good cook
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QUESTION 10 – A GOOD COOK
PART 2
The best cook I know is actually my uncle, my mother’s brother.
He runs his own restaurant that does all sorts of Chinese dishes. I think the best dish he cooks, certainly the one I
like the most, is PaiGu. I think the English for this is spare ribs. It’s pork surrounding the ribs of a pig cooked with
sauce. The Western spare ribs are normally quite long, but in China, they’re only about 4 or 5 cm in length. He
normally cooks it for my Grandmother when the family is going to see her.
I’m not sure actually how he learned to cook but I think he studied to be a chef while he was at university and
then worked for different restaurants in different hotels. I think a lot of the restaurants were quite posh, and, as
far as I know, he’s now in charge of one, you know, running it.
As for why I think he’s a good cook, I think it’s mainly because he is so creative. He doesn’t always follow the
traditional recipe and quite often experiments with different tastes. It doesn’t always work and there have been a
few dishes that I really didn’t like but, I would say, over 90% of the food he cooks is delicious. The other reason I
think he’s so good is because he makes it look so easy. I have sometimes tried to replicate the dishes he’s made
but for some reason, when I cook it, it’s never as good. I think I’ll leave the cooking to the professional.
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QUESTION 10 – A GOOD COOK
PART 3
• How much time to people spend cooking these days?
• Quite a lot, actually. My family and I rarely go out to restaurants and I don’t particularly enjoy fast food, so I don’t
go to McDonald’s or Burger King or even KFC for food. My family is quite traditional in this area because I know
some of my friends eat out quite a lot and only sometimes eat at home.

• Is it important to know how to cook?
• I think so, yes.You never know if a restaurant kitchen is clean and how old the ingredients are that they’re using. If
you know how to cook yourself you know exactly what is going into each dish and, like my uncle does, change
the recipes to suit your palate.

• Do you think people will cook more or less in the future?
• I think overall, because of the number of different restaurants opening, people will probably cook less in the
future. It is becoming much more convenient and cheap to simply go to a restaurant and have food, rather than
spending the time preparing, cooking and then washing up afterwards. Personally, I would rather eat at home with
my family rather than go out and I think that if you cook food yourself, the people that eat it appreciate it more.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 11 – GETTING LOST
PART 2
Describe an occasion when you got lost in a place you didn’t know.

You should say:
• where you were going
• when you knew you were lost
• how you found the right way

and explain how you felt about getting lost.
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QUESTION 11 – GETTING LOST
PART 2
One time when I was on holiday in Tokyo I wanted to do some sightseeing. I decided to take the subway
because people told me I can get everywhere using it. There were a few places I wanted to see that day
such as the temples and the Tokyo tower. I started at the main station in Tokyo with my tube map and
immediately got confused because there are many, many lines to choose from and also it’s all in a different
language for me.
Firstly, I tried to find my own way and walked for, what seemed like, miles! After about 15 minutes I gave up
trying to find the way by myself and started looking around for someone to ask. Eventually, I found a
member of staff but, he only spoke Japanese, which I don’t! Rather than try and find someone else, we
communicated through our body language. I was pointing to my map and he was using his hands and
fingers to direct me. After sometime, and actually a lot a laughing, I understood where I needed to go.
I suppose I felt a little bit helpless, but used it to give me a sense of adventure. As I was a foreigner in that
country, I was very glad to receive help from him and it made me feel warm and friendly. Also, it made me
want to go back there again and maybe visit my new found friend.
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QUESTION 11 – GETTING LOST
PART 3
• Do you think that map reading is a useful skill today?
• Not really, no. These days with GPS and satellite navigation you don’t really need to use maps to find your way. I suppose,
if you were doing some mountaineering or walking in the countryside it might be useful because you might not get a
signal to your mobile phone.

• Why are some people better than others at finding the way?
• That’s a good question. Thinking about it quickly I don’t really know the answer. For me, I have a very bad sense of
direction but, my best friend is the complete opposite. Wherever she is she can always find her way to wherever she’s
going. It could just be practice I suppose, but maybe it’s something to do with the brain.

• What are some of the problems that people can face when they go to new places?
• In my opinion, one of the biggest problems of going to new places is finding your way around, specifically if you want to
find a particular tourist attraction or building. However, like I said earlier, these days you can simply connect to Wi-Fi or
4G and use the map application on your phone.
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QUESTION 12 – GOOD ADVICE
PART 2
Describe some good advice you have been given.

You should say:
• who gave you the advice
• what the advice was
• what happened as a result

and explain how you felt when you receive the advice.
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QUESTION 12 – GOOD ADVICE
PART 2
When I was an adolescent I never listened to people giving me advice because I am different than them and
have my own way of doing things. Now I am a university student I am more open to receive advice.
Actually, last week, my tutor asked me if I was learning a lot about IELTS and I said “No, not really”. We sat
down and had a long chat about this and at the end of it he advised me to go to the library and look for
some books that could help me do better in this exam.
When I got to the library I found there was a very large section on English and the IELTS exam, so spent
the rest of the day looking for a book that was suitable for me. I eventually found one and spoke to both
my teacher and my course tutor about it.
As for how I felt about receiving this advice, I would say, pleased because it turned out to be good advice.
This week, I should have gone back to there to find some more books, but as I was very tired, I just got
onto my bed and fell asleep. However, I really believe that if someone gives you advice you should actually
do it rather than just say you’re going to do it. English for me is quite difficult but, using my determination
I’m sure that I can improve.
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QUESTION 12 – GOOD ADVICE
PART 3
•

What types of advice are most important for young people?

•

•

Are only older people capable of giving good advice?

•

•

I think the most important kinds of advice for young people, like me, are about relationships and working. These are the things that
I’m starting to think about now and would look for advice from my parents about, because they already have experience and
knowledge about this.

No, I don’t think so. They are sometimes the best people for giving advice, but I don’t think they are the only. Occasionally, if my friends have
experienced something they can then tell me about it and whether they found it easy or difficult. If they found it hard, they can maybe tell me
an easier way to do it.

Are there situations in which learning from mistakes is more valuable than being given advice?

•

In my opinion, yes. I think is very important to sometimes learn from your mistakes because you sometimes don’t believe the people that are
giving you advice because you feel that you are a different person from them. For example, my parents didn’t like my ex-girlfriend but I loved
her very much and although they told me that she was not good for me and that we would break up, I didn’t listen. When we did break up I
was very hurt but, I have learned from that experience and it has made me a stronger person.
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QUESTION 13 – A BUILDING
PART 2
Describe the building that you think is unusual.

You should say:
• where the building is
• what it looks like
• what it’s used for

and explain why you think this building is unusual
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QUESTION 13 – A BUILDING
PART 2
The building I would like to talk about is the new CCTV building near the centre of Beijing, by the third ring
road. As for what it looks like, well, it has a nickname of ‘The Trouser Legs’ or ‘Big Shorts’ because it looks
like a big pair of shorts sitting down. Outside it’s nearly all tinted glass and reflects that sunshine beautifully,
but in the evenings it is lit-up using different coloured lights and looks spectacular.
As I said earlier, it’s the new CCTV building. CCTV is the main TV station in China. They use this for a lot
of their news broadcasts and also have a lot of their other staff there. It is actually divided into two parts.
The second part is a 5 star hotel. I think that anyone can stay there rather than just CCTV guests and
celebrities, but I’m not too sure about that.
The main reason I think this building is unusual is because, where it’s located, all the other buildings are just
very tall and very straight whereas this one is totally different. What I think is kind of cool, is that from one
angle the building looks like an ‘S’ but, from another angle it looks like an ‘O’. I think the architect that
designed this building must be very clever. I think he is from Holland, but can’t remember his name.
I hope that he builds more buildings like this as I would like to see them.
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QUESTION 13 – A BUILDING
PART 3
• How important is it that new buildings look beautiful?
• It is said that, beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Therefore, what one person considers beautiful another may not. Over
time, designs change. I think it’s important that new buildings be functional and environmentally friendly rather than
beautiful.

• Should homes in the same area look similar to each other?
• In my opinion, yes they should. I think you would look very strange if different areas of the community looked very
different. I understand that they wouldn’t necessarily need to look identical but having a courtyard house right next to a
20 story apartment block would look ridiculous.

• What can cities do with empty industrial buildings i.e. factories or warehouses?
• What happened in Beijing was that there were lots of factories abandoned by the army and they were developed into an
art district, called 798. I think the best thing to do with these kinds of large buildings is to make an area that can be used
by the community for innovation and creativity.
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QUESTION 14 – A SURPRISE
PART 2
Describe something that surprised you and made you happy.

You should say:
• what the surprise was
• how you found out about the surprise
• what you did after you found out

and explain why the surprise made you happy.
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QUESTION 14 – A SURPRISE
PART 2
The best surprise I’ve ever had was when I was going to high school. This high school was in JiLin which is in the north east of
China. Because I am a Beijing girl it was a long way for me to go for 3 years. What happened was that my best friend surprised
me at the airport as she had come to see me off.
I didn’t find out about the surprise until I saw her running towards me. At first, I thought I was dreaming because I had already said
goodbye to all my friends the previous day. When I realised it really was her, I burst into tears. I was over the moon to see her
and couldn’t stop hugging her. It meant so much to me that she had come, to be honest, I can’t really find the words and thinking
about it again now, I’m welling up all over again. To have a friend like that is priceless.
When my plane was called for boarding I didn't want to go. My mother was with me and she had to drag me onto the plane, but
she saw how emotional I was so, she also wanted me to spend a little more time with Jenny. That’s my friends name. I will never
forget the moment when I went through security and left my friend behind. Although, I was really upset to leave her I was, at the
same time, really happy to see her one last time because I knew I would miss her a lot.
The reason I think this was the best surprise in my life was because it was unlike a birthday surprise where I get presents. This
surprise showed me my friends love for me and that she really cared about me. I think it’s important that you show your feelings
through action and not just words and Jenny did this in spades. It’s something I’ll never forget ‘til the day I die.
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QUESTION 14 – A SURPRISE
PART 3
• In what ways do people show that they are happy?
• The most common way for people to show their happiness is through their body language. They might clap their
hands, jump up and down or maybe just give you a big smile.

• Do you think that happiness is good for a person’s health?
• Yes I do. If a person is happy mentally then generally the body is also happy, which means that through positive
thinking and happy thinking your health will also be good.

• How can a person’s attitude to life affect how happy they are?
• I think a person’s attitude to life directly affects how happy they are. If someone is optimistic and confident they
will try new things and maybe overcome difficult problems. This in turn will make them feel better about
themselves. However, if someone is pessimistic then they will not try different things and always see problems as
too much of a challenge which, I think, will make them miserable.
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QUESTION 15 – A STRANGER
PART 2
Describe a time when you did something to help a stranger.

You should say:
• where and when this happened
• why you decided to help the stranger
• what you did to help the stranger

and explain how you felt after helping the stranger.
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QUESTION 15 – A STRANGER
PART 2
The time I’d like to tell you about is when I came back from the Forbidden City where I worked as a volunteer, last month. I was
on the subway on Line 2 at DongZhiMen and saw a very handsome foreign young man who got off the train and was looking at his
phone intensely with a furrowed brow. We both walked with the flow of the crowd to the transfer area and he stopped on the
stairs and stared at his phone again.
I thought for a few seconds first about whether I should help him and, as I thought he was very good-looking, I turned around and
decided to see if I could help him. As I speak English and there weren’t any other foreigners around I thought it would be nice to
help him. I am generally a kind person at heart and will always try and help people if I can.
After I spoke to him I found out that he was going the same way I was, to Line 1, so I asked him if he wanted to follow me, to
which he said “Yes, please”. We walked together and talked about where he came from, why he’s here and how long he is staying.
He said that he was here on holiday from America and that he was a university student. I can’t remember the exact city he said
because I don’t know that many cities in The States.
I had a great feeling of achievement as I was able, not only to use my English, but also use my English successfully. To be honest, I
also felt a little bit of regret as I was too shy to ask him for his phone number! I really wish I had, so that I could maybe see him
again. It would be lovely to have a friend I can stay with in the US.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 15 – A STRANGER
PART 3
• What are the types of job in which people help others?
• A doctor or nurse is the type of job that comes to my mind first but, thinking about it a bit more, you also have social
workers or councillors too. I suppose, anyone in the service industry, in some way, helps others. For example, a waiter or
waitress. They might not help you in your life but they do help you in a restaurant.

• What type of person chooses a job that helps others?
• Someone who is kind and generous and thinks about others more than they think about themselves. I am not necessarily
a selfish person, and I like to think I am kind and generous but, I wouldn’t like a job where I am constantly thinking about
strangers rather than my friends.

• What kind of unpaid work most benefits the community?
• The work that comes to mind is that of the volunteers that help others with the traffic. What I mean is, when people
stop others from crossing the street when they shouldn’t. Maybe it’s because they don’t know any better, or maybe it’s
because they’re in a hurry, but these volunteers make sure everybody is safe. They also sometimes help people
understand the bus network and can give them directions if they’re lost.
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QUESTION 16 – VEHICLE
PART 2
Describe a vehicle that you would like to own.

You should say:
• what kind of vehicle it is
• what it looks like
• what you would use it for

and explain why you would like to own this vehicle.
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QUESTION 16 – VEHICLE
PART 2
I know most people would want to talk about a sports car, or something like that but, I really believe in taking care of the
environment so I would say a really comfortable bicycle. It wouldn’t have to be very expensive, but one that is easy to ride and
that would also be easy to maintain.
As for what it looks like, well, two wheels and a frame would be good. Seriously though, I’d prefer a mountain bike style rather
than a racer as I think it’s better for my body, and especially my back if I was to ride in a more upright position. As for colour, my
favourite colour is black so that would be best, although black wouldn’t be very easy to see at night. Maybe red would be better.
I’d normally use it to get from my dorm at university to class and back, not necessarily just for exercise, although that is one of the
major benefits of this. I would also use it to go and see my friends as most of them live quite close to me. I do enjoy going to the
park in the summer and I’d be able, with my friends, to go and ride around some of the more scenic spots where I live and have a
chat as we go. We don’t need to ride quickly, it’s more of a social thing.
I would like to own this type of vehicle mainly because, as I said before, I try and do my part to look after the environment and
because it has no emissions it doesn’t do any harm to the outside world. The other reason I’d like to own a bicycle is for my
health. Many people that are lazy and just drive around get fat very quickly, I don’t want that and would prefer to keep slim and fit.
I think it would be better for everyone if more people rode bicycles.
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QUESTION 16 – VEHICLE
PART 3
•

What are the main types of transport where you live?
•

•

What, do you think, are the main causes of traffic jams?
•

•

In Beijing, where I live, there are all types of transport but, in my particular area, most people take either the subway or the bus. I can think
of at least two metro stations that I could use from my house depending on which line I want and where I’m going. This is more convenient
because there are already too many cars on the road.

Cars, for sure. In China, people have more money these days so can afford to buy a car. It’s a kind of status symbol here so a lot of people
want to show off. The other main cause, in my opinion, is traffic accidents. Another feature of having so many cars on the roads is that
people are more likely to bump into each other. This just slows everything down for everyone and is especially bad during rush hour, when
people are trying to either get to or come from work, or in my case university.

What are some of the ways in which we could reduce the amount of traffic in cities?
•

There are lots of ways we could reduce traffic. Here, in Beijing, we limit the number of plates issued to new cars so there aren’t as many
going on the roads every year. We call it the Licence Plate lottery. The other thing we do is only allow certain numbers to drive on certain
days or not allow trucks within the 5th ring road at all. I think the best system though, is what they use in London where you must pay a lot
of money if you want to drive anywhere in the city. I think this really makes people think twice before they get in their car.

www.ielts.sino-united.com

QUESTION 17 – INTERESTING INTERNET
PART 2
Describe something interesting you learned on the Internet.

You should say:
• what you learned
• which website you learned it from
• how you heard about this website

and explain why you were interested in what you learned
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QUESTION 17 – INTERESTING INTERNET
PART 2
What I recently learned on the internet was about Leonardo Di Caprio winning an Oscar. Apparently, it was his first one. I enjoy
watching movies and loved the film Titanic in which he starred. I know it’s now quite an old film, but I first saw it a couple of years
ago when I was 16. I thought he should’ve won an Oscar then and, from memory, I think he was nominated but he didn’t win. I
read in the article that he had been up for an Oscar 6 times before this, but this is the first time he won it. I’m really pleased for
him.
I learnt this when I was going through a news website, actually it was the BBC news. My teacher has told me to look at this from
time to time to help my English, bbc.co.uk, I think. So when I saw this among the headlines I wanted to learn more about it. I find
this site useful, actually I also have the app on my phone, as I can read about what’s going on in the world especially the
Entertainment and Arts section, because that is what I’m most interested in.
As I said before, it was my English teacher that told us about it but, to be honest, I don’t look at it that much. It was just a
coincidence that I looked at it that day, but I think from now on I’ll look at it more.
The thing that most interested me in it, was the fact that he never gave up. I found it very moving and motivational. I hope I can
be like that in the future and be dedicated to something that would inspire others as I think it would be a good thing. As the
saying goes, if you first don’t succeed, try, try again.
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QUESTION 17 – INTERESTING INTERNET
PART 3
• What are the different ways in which students can learn from the Internet?
•

It depends what they’re learning but I think there are lots of ways that students can learn on-line. For a start, there is on-line
learning where you can subscribe to a course and then do it at home whenever you like or maybe just doing a skype call with a
teacher to ask some questions. There are more and more apps being developed nowadays to help students with different subjects
that get all their information from the Internet so I think that’s maybe the way of the future.

• Do you think that social networking has a positive effect on friendships?
•

Yes I think so. With WeChat I can stay in contact with some of my friends that have now gone to study in different cities around
China. As I can’t now see them face to face every day this enables me to remain close by messaging every day and posting to my
moments so they can see it. Also, something like WeChat or Weibo allows me to meet new people on-line that may become good
friends, although this is sometimes difficult as they may not be who they say they are.

• Do you think that companies will use social networking more in the future to connect with their customers?
•

Yes, definitely. I think that most large companies now have Facebook, twitter, Weibo or WeChat accounts. It can help them reach
a wider audience and create more sales, which for a company is a good thing. They should be aware however, that people know
that some of the companies are fake and may not always believe their advertising.
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QUESTION 18 – A CHILDHOOD TOY
PART 2
Describe a toy that was important to you as a child.

You should say:
• what the toy was
• who gave it to you
• how often you played with it

and explain why it was important to you
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QUESTION 18 – A CHILDHOOD TOY
PART 2
The toy I’d like to describe is a small plastic electronic piano. I remember that it was black but the keys were white. It was only
about a metre in length, so it wasn’t full size. I don’t think my little eleven year old fingers could’ve handled that.
It was my mother who bought it for me. We were out shopping one day and we walked past a music store. I asked if we could go
in. We did, and had a look around. That’s when I saw it and just wanted it straight away. It wasn’t very expensive but, at the time
she said no, so we left. I was feeling very upset. The following day however, when I got home from school there was a present on
my bed…it was the piano I’d seen in the shop. I was over the moon, opened it straight away and began playing with it.
I played with it everyday whenever I had free time after, and even before, school. I know I probably annoyed my parents, and even
maybe my neighbours, with the constant sound of a child’s attempt at playing such an instrument, but I didn’t care. To me it made a
very interesting sound and I was curious on how to develop this into my own music. I was always quite a creative little girl.
The main reasons it was so important to me was, firstly that it was a gift from my mother and secondly, maybe more importantly, it
inspired me to learn more about music. I now not only play the piano but sing too. My music is a very important part of my
character and my life and I don’t know what I’d do without it. It was all because of that little black piano from 10 years ago.
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QUESTION 18 – A CHILDHOOD TOY
PART 3
• What kinds of toy are popular in your country?
• That’s a good question. When I was younger I used to play with dolls. I particularly liked Barbie although I didn’t like Ken
very much. I suppose this is a bit of a stereotype because I’m a girl but a lot of my friends did the same. Another type of
toy that I think is popular is Lego, you know the building blocks. I never really played with it that much myself, but can
see the attraction for boys. I suppose these days though most people want to play on their phones or playstation.

• How important are toys for a child’s physical and mental development?
• I think that they’re very important for this. Like I mentioned earlier playing with Lego not only increases a child’s handeye co-ordination but also their spatial awareness. This can be invaluable to them while they’re growing up and also in
their adult years. I believe that teaching a child these things as early as possible is a good idea.

• Do you think that electronic toys can have a negative effect on children?
• Maybe. I suppose it depends on how they use it. Some of the games you can get on computers, and even phones, these
days can be very violent and I don’t think that’s suitable for young children or even some teenagers. There are some
games, however, that can be very intellectually challenging. For example, they might have puzzles in them that can help
develop intelligence. So, I would say that some electronic devices can have a positive effect on kids.
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QUESTION 19 – FOREIGN SPEAKER
PART 2
Describe a person you know that can speak a foreign language.

You should say:
• what the foreign language is
• how often they use this language
• what they use this language for

and explain how/why you think this person learned to speak it so well.
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QUESTION 19 – FOREIGN SPEAKER
PART 2
I’d like to tell you about my brother. Not my real brother, but a very close friend. He travelled to Korea to study at college. He
wasn’t really good at studying. Intelligent, just lazy so his parents sent him there to try and get him to work harder. These days he
only comes back during the summer and winter holidays, so I don’t get to see him that much now.
The first year he came back he began teaching me Korean because he was now learning it as part of his course. I was very
impressed by this as I don’t know a single word of Korean and neither did he when he left. Last time he came back, we went out
for dinner in Koreatown in Beijing and he started speaking Korean to the staff of the restaurant. To my surprise they all
understood him perfectly and seemed as shocked as I was.
We had a lovely dinner and a great chat. He told me that most of his classes now are in Korean and that if he hadn’t learnt it well
that he would be at the bottom of the class. He’s now thinking of becoming a translator between Chinese and Korean and use his
new found skills every day.
Thinking about why he learnt to speak it so well, I suppose the shock of leaving China coupled with the need to survive in a
foreign country gave him the kick he needed to succeed as, from what I know, he’s nearly the top of his year. I know his parents
are very proud of him and, even though they miss him terribly, they don’t regret their decision to send him away. I know for a fact
that, neither does my brother because he is now full of confidence about his future.
I think that it’s wonderful that he could do this and I hope someday my English is as good as his Korean.
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QUESTION 19 – FOREIGN SPEAKER
PART 3
• Do you think that it’s possible to learn a foreign language perfectly?
• Yes, I think it’s possible but very difficult. You would need to learn not only how to speak it, but also write it which I
think would take a number of years. Also, I think that you would need to spend those years in the country of the
language your speaking so that you can really understand where the language comes from, it’s history and origins, as well
as the cultural influences.

• What are the career benefits of being able to communicate in English?
• English, in business, is the most widely used language in the world. Therefore, anyone that works at an international
company would benefit from being able to speak it, or write it for that matter. For example, a large company like Apple
has offices all over the world and when the Chinese office communicates with HQ they would need to conduct meetings
and conference calls in English because I doubt that Tim Cook can speak Chinese. This will mean that anyone who can
speak English well in Apple would have a better chance of promotion within the company.

• Do you think that English will be the preferred language of international communication in the future?
• I think, yes. Definitely. I think that English, generally is easier to learn than some other languages and, like I said earlier, is
already the most used in business. I would also say that, even being Chinese myself, I wouldn’t expect other countries to
learn Chinese in order to do business as other people may find it too hard. In my opinion, it would be a good thing if we
just had one language that we could use across the world. It would make life so much easier, if a little less interesting.
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QUESTION 20 – STAGE OF LIFE
PART 2
Describe the stage of your life that you enjoyed the most.

You should say:
• what stage it was
• where you were living
• what you were doing

and explain why you enjoyed it so much.
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QUESTION 20 – STAGE OF LIFE
PART 2
Well, to be honest, the stage I like most in my life is now. At the moment, I’m a university student learning International Business
Management in Beijing. For me, it’s very exciting because it’s all new and different to what I’ve been used to. I’ve met a lot of new
people who are becoming, and have become close friends.
At my uni there are many kinds of club, for example the dancing, music and sports clubs. I thoroughly enjoy them, especially the
music club because I really enjoy singing. I find that the classes, for me anyway, are easier than high school and I like the fact that
we can choose what we want to learn. It means that I can decide what I want to study and not just be told what to do.
My English teacher is a lot of fun too. He’s very knowledgeable about different things and doesn’t just teach us English but also
about the world in general and what’s going on around us. I find it most interesting when he doesn’t just teach from the book, but
goes off on a tangent and tells us about his life experiences.
I also enjoy it because I can find a boyfriend. Although my father is very strict, he has told me that he’ll allow me to have one in my
second year. Don’t tell him, but I’ve already got one! He makes me very happy.
It’s not all good, because I miss my parents a lot, but I think that’s just part of growing up and although I don’t enjoy it I know it’s
good for me. I feel like I’m a more independent young woman rather than just a kid wandering in the dark. I know that even in
the future that I’ll look back at this time with fond memories, and like they say “School is the most enjoyable time of your life”.
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QUESTION 20 – STAGE OF LIFE
PART 3
•

What are the stages in life that are celebrated in your country, for example graduation or children?
•

•

Do you think it’s important to celebrate the different stages of life?
•

•

There are many stages that are celebrated. Just like you mentioned, graduation, children or even getting married. The biggest one for me was
my “coming of age” ceremony. This happens when boys or girls reach 18. The boys will wear a suit and tie and the girls will wear a beautiful
gown or dress and high heels, perhaps for the first time. Normally this happens at school so we are together with our friends. When I had it,
I wasn’t actually 18 yet but a lot of my friends were and when my birthday arrived my parents bought me a lovely necklace. I know that some
birthdays are bigger than others. From what I hear 40 is a big one in the west as it signifies middle age, although I’m told that life begins at 40.
I’ll have to wait and see.

Yes. I think it’s incredibly important. You should have fond memories of these times. They’re important life moments and I believe should be
remembered. If they’re not, and are forgotten, tradition and culture will be diminished. Also, you will feel that you’ve had an enjoyable life
with happiness rather than a life of just existence.

In what ways can people be helped prepare for a new stage of life, for example studying abroad?
•

Studying abroad is a great example for me as I intend to study in England next year. I think primarily I would like help preparing for and
understanding the culture. Things like food, money and how to talk to strangers. By that I mean, what topics are considered rude or just not
talked about. I’ve heard that there are three topics that you shouldn’t talk about when you first meet someone, but I can’t remember what
they are. I think the other very important time, especially for me, would be when I get my first job. I’d very much like someone to give me
advice on how to do things, how I should act and how I can improve myself, not only through promotions but also as a person.
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